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The Northern Star Mustang Club holds meetings on the first Monday of each month (unless it’s a 

holiday) at 6:30 pm at Davanni’s in Edina located at 5124 Gus Young Lane, (952) 920-9090.  Feel free to 

come early and join fellow club members for dinner and camaraderie before the meeting.  The next 

meeting will be held Monday, March 3rd. 

 

March, 2025 
 

 

President’s Pit Stop 
 
By Mike Boulka 
President 

 
The other morning during breakfast at the OPH in Maple Grove, the discussion at our end of the table 
turned to some upcoming club events and what we had planned for Summer. My personal start up date 
for both my fun cars is April 1-earlier if the weather is good like last year. 
 
Kurt and Andrea Nelson are putting together a “gun shooting” night on April 15. A good date to take out 
your frustrations on Tax Day. You may have received an email to sign up. It is a week night event, but 
shooting a gun (SAFELY!!!) is always a good time. So, if you can stay out late on a school night, sign up 
and join the gang! 
 
On May 2-4, Christine and Scott have planned a weekend cruise to Pella, IA. Lots of fun lined up, but 
hurry up and make your hotel reservations. I would recommend that you call the hotel directly, as they 
would have a better handle on what rooms (if any) are left. There were a limited number of rooms in the 
block, but when I called them, I did get a room, but it was upgraded to a slightly higher rate for a king 
room. 
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We have many other cruises and events planned for the season. Check the schedules, and see what fits 
your schedules. I can guarantee you will have a great time with lots of great conversations. 
 
Which brings me to my monthly topic. I don’t how many of you insure your collector cars through 
Hagerty Insurance, but you might want to take a look at them, as well as some of the other collector car 
insurance companies. With Hagerty, you become a member of their Drivers Club, which includes a real 
paper, delivered to your home magazine 6 times per year. Always great articles and columns written by 
Jay Leno, Wayne Carini, Aaron Robinson and McKeel Hagerty. 
 
McKeel’s article in the January/February magazine hit really close to home. Bottom line, his article was 
entitled “It’s Up To Us To Keep The Fire Alive In 2025”. In the article, he summarizes their annual survey 
of their customers. He outlines some of the ways to help our hobby going by drawing attention in a 
positive way. And that does not include doing burnouts and doughnuts, or blasting down the road at 
high speeds, weaving in and out of traffic. 
 
Some of his suggestions: 
 

1) Take at least one road trip this year-in your fun car! Go somewhere you have always wanted to 
go. No matter the distance. Pack a bag, point the car in a direction and go! 
 

2) Get a young person involved. Whether it is your own kid, grandchild or the neighbor kid, if they 
show interest in your car when you are working on it, bring them over. Have them hold the light 
for you. At a show, offer to let a youngster sit behind the wheel. There will be two smiles-theirs 
and yours! 

 
Over the past couple of years, my grandson started taking an interest in F1 racing on tv. He even 
asked me to take him out to Elko Speedway for his birthday the last two years. Spending time 
with Joel at a short track? Hell yeah!!! 
 

3) Learn to drive stick shift! Manual transmissions are becoming a thing of the past. More and more 
performance cars are coming with a form of an automatic transmission. At best, those 
transmissions come with those flappy paddle shifters. Yeah, I know automatics turn quicker 1/4 
mile times, but you lose that “personal” control of the car. You don’t get that satisfaction when 
you nail that perfect upshift or downshift, where you almost don’t feel it. 

 
4) McKeel also speaks of the car “community”. Join a car club. Whether it is a “make” club like ours, 

a racing club (SCCA, NASA, NHRA, VSCR) or something more “generic” (street rods, muscle cars), 
you will meet some great people and learn more about your interest. 

 
5) Start a car tour. I love this one. Whether it’s to meet a group for breakfast (like we do 3 times a 

month), or to Pella, IA, what a great way to enjoy your car and your friends. I am always up for a 
tour. Pick out a location on the map. Just make sure to take time to take in the local history. 
Museums, food, shopping, quilting. Let me know, and I will be there! 

 
Lots of stuff to look forward to this year. I look forward to seeing you at at least one event. 
 
Remember: This is YOUR club! Can’t drive ‘em yet, but it’s getting closer! 
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New Member Welcome 
 

By Chuck Anderson 

Membership Lead 
 
Members = 161 
New = 1 
 
Gene Wicht, Isanti, MN 
 

 
 

Monthly Meeting Minutes 
By Pat Alfonso 
Secretary 
 
You can check out of the minutes from the club's previous Monthly Meeting by visiting the Club website 
by clicking HERE. 
 

 

Cruise Corner 
 

By Mike and Cindy Neimann and Christine Millington  
Cruise Directors 
 

Pella, Iowa Cruise May 2-4, 2025 
  
This area gets sold out, so we are looking at blocking rooms ASAP.  We will stay in a town close by to 
keep the room cost down.  If you are interested in this trip, Please R.S.V.P. by September 15 so that we 
can get a room block.  This will not commit you to going but just give us an idea of interest.  We will 
reach out again with more details in early 2025.  You will have an opportunity to sign up then too.  
 
Please email Christine at chrsmillington65@gmail.com. 
 
This is the hotel information for the Pella IA trip. 

https://s3.amazonaws.com/tenantbuckets/6134d50b-67c9-4ff0-aeab-3fc5ff4efd88/a9fb0552-3076-42fd-94f8-24e6151ca21e.pdf
mailto:chrsmillington65@gmail.com
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Cobblestone Inn & Suites  
4222 S 22nd Ave E 
Newton IA 
641-275-9495 
 
Please email (chrsmillington65@gmail.com) or message her at (507-202-1965) once you make a 
reservation so she can block more rooms if necessary.  Thanks. 
 

PELLA TULIP TIME Agenda B 

May 2  
Depart early from a Southern location off 35W 
 Lunch in Ankeny, IA at Maid Rite 
Free Guided tour of state capitol in Des Moines 
Hotel check-in- Cobblestone Inn- Newton.. Time to explore Newton or Pella. 
Dinner in Newton at 7p at Biagio Italian Restaurant-  ltd menu (plenty of choices)  due to our group size 
 
May 3  
Breakfast at hotel 
Lunch on own- there will be food stands in  downtown Pella 
Ticket options- Tickets to events will be available soon, please continue to monitor website to purchase 
individual tickets or you can get on site (although it is possible tours might sell out, tickets are non-
refundable http://www.pellahistorical.org 
Tour of Pella -$10 
Tour of Museum and Windmill- $25 
230p-Parade and Grandstand Show- $25 
Quilt tour 
Visit shops, meat markets, bakeries, coffee houses 
Tea Time-$22 10a  or  other times- includes Scholte House Tour- Note you will need to have a ride to  
Pella. Buy tickets at  https://www.pellahistorical.org/mariastearoom.. 
Dinner-tbd 
 
May 4- Breakfast at hotel/ return  on own 
 

 
*   *   *   *   *   *   *   *   *   *   *   *   *   *   *   * 

 

 

mailto:chrsmillington65@gmail.com
https://www.pellahistorical.org/mariastearoom
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Charity Connection 
 

By Doug and Karen Saunders 
Charity Director 
 
Below is a thank you note from Wishes and More, a charity which grants wishes to Minnesota teens and 
children who have life-threatening illnesses.  NSMC donated $1750 to them in December.  Often the 
wishes are outdoor, hunting, or motor vehicle related, which sets it apart from Make-a-Wish.  The thank 
you note gives an example of a teen pursuing an automotive project.  We are in contact with Wishes and 
More about another teen with similar automotive wishes with the possibility of having the club do 
something more personal. 
 
Also below is a thank you note from Hennepin Technical College, where three students received The 
Northern Mustang Club scholarships of $800 each.  The students, who are in the Ford Asset program, 
are Zachary Bonine (pictured), Brandon Powers, and David Castro.  We attended a scholarship luncheon 
at HTC in hopes of meeting the students.  While none of our scholarship winners were able to attend the 
luncheon, we had a good conversation with Ford Asset instructor Brian Friede and with a different 
scholarship winner, Skye, who is in the robotics program.  Our conversation with Brian and Skye, along 
with presentations by other scholarship winners at HTC, impressed on us that our HTC donation 
supports a really important institution. 
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MCA Musings 
By Pete Schmidt – MCA Regional Director 
NSMC is the Twin Cities’ MCA Chapter club 
 
We have received email confirmation from the MCA that the club’s MCA charter has been renewed. 
 
Below is the Information for the 2025, 2026 and 2027 (so far) MCA national shows.  More information 
can be found at https://mcashows.com/.  
 
Mid-Florida MCA National Show Orlando, FL     April 4-6, 2025 
Ponies in the Ozarks, Gravois Mills, MO (OIR)     May 23-25, 2025 
MCA National Show in Cincinnati, OH                 June 27-29, 2025 
MCA Grand National in Fredericksburg, VA              Aug 29-31, 2025 
 

https://mcashows.com/
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MCA National Show Jacksonville, FL      April 3-5, 2026 
1st Tennessee Regional Group National Show (Bristol, TN)   May 14-17, 2026 
Mustangs on the Mother Road National Show (Claremore, OK)   July 24-26, 2026 
Mustang Club of America 50th Birthday (Road Atlanta, Atlanta GA)  Aug 28-30, 2026 
 
MCA National Show Gulfport, MS      April 23-25, 2027 
 
If you have any questions about MCA shows and HPDE’s please send an email to Pete at 
northernstarmustangclub@gmail.com. 
 

 
 

NSMC Calendar 
 
Visit the club’s website HERE to see all of the cool activities that we have planned for the year! Watch 
your emails for the latest scoop and any changes that may happen through the year. 

 
 

 

Show Scene 

 
Mike Ackerman 
 
Hello Northern Star Mustang Club Members, it’s that time. Car Show Season is just around the corner 
and the nice weather is on its way!  The Car show team has working hard at the flyers, getting pre-
registration ready to go, Lot maps.  Signup sheet has been sent out, please take a moment to check out 
an area you can help your club out so we can make the shows very successful. WE NEED YOUR HELP!  
Without it we can’t continue to do one of the best and largest Ford Powered shows in the area.  Apple 
Autos is very excited to get the shows going this year.  Also if you were at the show in September you 
may have noticed that there was a big change in the audio part of the show, and that was due to one of 
our members. Sarahlynn Joseph was doing the announcing at the show.  We had live short videos of 
exhaust, and interviews with attendees of the show that went very well. And the DJ and music was 
brought to you by Wealth Management Aurora Wealth Solutions Group.   So, we should be in for a great 
time in June to see what Sarahlynn has in store for us. I am sure it’s going to be wonderful.  We do have 
some venders wanting to set up also. The details of that will be coming very soon.  We meet with Apple 
soon also and talk about the year coming up.   So as of now please pre-register for the show and also 
look and see where you can help out! 
  
Thank you all for your support!  

mailto:northernstarmustangclub@gmail.com
https://s3.amazonaws.com/tenantbuckets/6134d50b-67c9-4ff0-aeab-3fc5ff4efd88/84d73093-a80d-48c2-a2a7-409d1a3659b5.pdf
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And on the behalf of the team and myself thank you all!   And remember! It’s your club! 
 
Click HERE to sign up to help at the June All Ford Powered Show and Swap. 
 

 

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/5080F44ACAE2BA4FB6-55008857-allford#/
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*   *   *   *   *   *   *   *   *   *   *   *   *   *   *   * 

 

Upcoming Non-Club Shows: 
  
March 22-23, 2025 – Motorhead Madness Car Show, at DECC in Duluth, MN 
April 12-13, 2025 – Rod & Custom Spectacular, Canterbury Park in Shakopee, MN 
June 20-22, 2025 – Back to the 50’s, Minnesota State Fairgrounds, St. Paul, MN 
July 18-20, 2025 – Street Machine Nationals, Minnesota State Fairgrounds, St. Paul, MN 
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NSMC Elected Officers 
 

 

 
Your NSMC Elected Officers from left to right are Mike Boulka (President), Dan Bye (Co-Treasurer), Scott 
Sokol (Vice-President), Ericke Rosquist (Co-Treasurer), and Pat Alfonso (Secretary. 
 

*   *   *   *   *   *   *   *   *   *   *   *   *   *   *   * 

 
This is the Club Contract Information. 
 

Area  Primary Contact Backup 1 

Apparel Pam Flaten   

Calendar - Web Erica Gustavson   

Calendar - Year at Glance Pete Schmidt   

Cruises by Committee 
Cindy & Mike 
Vicki & Mark   

Domain Name Erica Gustavson   

Facebook Postings/Admin Carole Ackerman Erica Gustavson 

Facebook Backup 2 Sharon Bye   

Facebook Backup 3 Andrea Nelson   

Financial Docs Dan Bye Ericke Rosquist 

Google Account Erica Gustavson   
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Google Forms / Payable Erica Gustavson   

Middletwin Admin/eMail blasts Chuck Anderson Erica Gustavson 

Email blasts Backup 3 Sharon Bye   

MCA Representative Pete Schmidt   

Meeting Agendas / Minutes Pat Alfonso   

Membership Management Chuck Anderson   

MS Forms, Surveys Erica Gustavson   

New Member Outreach Phil Zuehl Pete Schmidt 

New Member Packet Pete Schmidt   

Newsletter Sharon Bye Chuck Anderson 

NSMC Bis Cards Pete Schmidt   

NSMC Clings Pete Schmidt   

NSMC Email Mike Boulka Erica Gustavson 

NSMC Email - backup 2 Mike Ackerman   

NSMC Name Tags Pete Schmidt   

NSMC Show Flyers Erica Gustavson   

POS - Wix Payment Dan Bye   

Web Site Erica Gustavson   

WIX Forum Erica Gustavson NSMC 

 

 
 

 

NSMC Swap and Shop 
 
Our expanded web-based forum is up and running!   Only a few hiccups that we discovered along the 
way.   What’s missing from the discussion? Many of you!  We currently have about 70 members who 
have signed up and are looking for more people to interact with and share their passions and 
experiences with fellow club members.  This is a great place to ask questions, buy/sell/trade those 
missing or excess items in your garage or storage. 
 
Please go to the club website and request an account with your email address used for club 
communications.  If you don’t want to check the site for updates, you can register to get notified of new 
postings by checking the BELL icon on a given category or post.   Be sure to update your profile with a 
name and picture to help others know who they are interacting with.   If you have questions about the 
forum, please email the club account, and we will reply.  Web forums and clubs like this only work if we 
get participation, so check it out! 
 
If you have something that fits this column, email us a description and pictures by clicking HERE! 
 
Check out our club wearables, below. 

mailto:northernstarmustangclub@gmail.com?subject=Swap%20and%20Shop%20item...
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We still have a few t-shirts and hats that will be available for purchase at our shows.  Coming soon – you 
will be able to order custom new merchandise and a new club vendor.  Contact Pam Flaten 612-300-
7209 with questions. 
 
If you have an existing garment or fabric item, you can get the club logo embroidered by Joyce Swanson. 
She does great work and is very reasonable. Joyce does this as a hobby, she is able to make something 
large on an 8x12 inch hoop, for something on the back of a jacket or shirt. You would need to bring her 
your item, or mail to her, with a picture of what you need, and she will be happy to help you out. She 
also does vinyl iron on items most anything, especially words or cut out shapes, this can be ironed on a 
flat t-shirt or sweatshirt or apron something with a smoother flat surface, nothing quilted.  Her number 
is 763-453-1029.  Joyce Swanson. 
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In The Trunk 
 
Thanks again to Scott Sokol for sharing some of his interesting finds in the Ford world. Are you 
wondering what vehicle this is?  Click HERE to find out more about the return of the Shelby GT350 and 
GT350R for the 2025 model year. 
 

  
 

 
 

 
Apple Ford Shakopee is a proud sponsor of the NSMC! 

https://www.fordmuscle.com/features/new-vehicles/shelby-strikes-back-with-2025-gt350-r-model-trans-am-spec-racer/

