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The Northern Star Mustang Club holds meetings on the first Monday of each month (unless it’s a 

holiday) at 6:30 pm at Davanni’s in Edina located at 5124 Gus Young Lane, (952) 920-9090.  Feel free to 

come early and join fellow club members for dinner and camaraderie before the meeting.  The next 

meeting will be held Monday, October 7th. 

 

October, 2024 
 

 

President’s Pit Stop 
 
By Mike Ackerman 
President 

 
Greetings all. 
  
Well, it’s October and the weather is getting cooler at night and the days are getting shorter,  As always 
this is that time of the year.  We have a few events yet to look forward to,  fall cruise Oct 5th, Schell’s 
Brewery the 19th of Oct.  It’s been a busy summer and a lot of fun also.  Thanks to all that have set up all 
the different events this year!  It takes members that are dedicated as we must make these kinds of 
things happen.  If you haven’t looked at the website, lots of pictures of events and some fun situations 
have been added.  At the October meeting we will be voting on president and secretary.  Still looking for 
some people to help with some parts of the Clubs Shows, so please contact me if you have any interest.  
We need to get new ideas and more people to help.  Some of the planning is going to start soon so step 
up and get to know some of the wonderful members that help all the time. 
  
Also, I need feedback on how you think the club is doing with the website.  Emails, newsletters, shows, 
cruises,  charities.   If there is anything you think we need to improve on, please let us know because we 
can’t fix it unless we know what’s wrong. Please contact me if you have any suggestions that you think 
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would be helpful.  Pam Flaten is working on the winter party and I have no doubt that the event will be 
great!  She does a GREAT job at it and as always makes it very affordable for the club and the members.  
Pam is also working on new apparel for the club and sounds like different items every quarter.  So keep 
a look out for them as you will only get them as she orders them.  
 
Also, we need to see if we can get someone to run the Zoom meetings at the monthly meetings.  Erica is 
wanting a little break from the action.  That brings the question up do we need the Zoom meetings?  As 
we look at the history of them, there’s only 3 or 4 people on there and sometimes only 2.  So let me 
know what you guys think to help with the decision to keep it or toss it.  
  
Thank you!  And remember it’s your club so make it the way you want.  Get out and drive those cars 
while you can!  
 

*   *   *   *   *   *   *   *   *   *   *   *   *   *   *   * 

 
There have been some changes to the website with more to come.  Look for posts and pictures from the 
Shakopee show, the Bemidji Pony Express cruise and more.  Not everyone has Facebook, so the website 
is a place to see and post your own pictures of the events.  Go to the Forum tab and follow those posts 
that interest you and you will be notified by email if there are any updates.  
 

 

 

New Member Welcome 
 

By Chuck Anderson 

Membership Lead 
 
Active Members: 284 
New:  

Greg Ballanger, Coon Rapids, MN 
Stephanie Howard, Oakdale, MN 
Jeff Dagen, Lakeville, MN 
Kayla Finley, Shakope,e MN 
Nicole Smrekar, Blaine, MN 

 
 

 

Monthly Meeting Minutes 
By Dennis Mevissen 
Secretary 
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You can check out of the minutes from the club's previous Monthly Meeting by visiting the Club website 
by clicking HERE. 
 

 
 

 

 

Show Scene 
 

By Mike and Carole Ackerman 
Show Directors 
 
Shakopee All Makes and Models car show for Charity, September 15th recap 
The show went great at Shakopee Ford dealership.  The weather was a little warm in the afternoon but 
sunny and nice!  We had 150+ cars at the show.   Of course, it was a heavy Ford show, which is good!   
The moving of the cars both off the lots and back in place went well.   We had plenty of people to help 
both on the dealership side and our side.  There was a new DJ for the show, Sarahlynn, that was 
sponsored by RBC Wealth Management.  The music was a little more updated and the announcements 
were crystal clear.  We even had an opera singer sing the Star Spangled Banner with the flag.  There 
were 2 food trucks, Rolling Hearth Bistro (pizza) and Game Day Food.  This year we had the Royalty 
princesses from Belle Plaine.  They were doing face painting with a good will donation which went over 
very well.  We gave away our 7th Valor quilt at the show to a very deserving club member, Air Force 
Veteran, Nyle LaGrange.  Every Meal was our show charity and was represented by Jan Ruchoski.  We 
gave Every Meal a $3,000 donation at this show along with the $3,000 from AVF + a match of $3,000.  
We appreciate all the support that Apple offers us.  Their generosity with door prizes, the use of the 
dealership and their team of workers is appreciated by the club.  
  
A special thank you to you the club members, without you this show would not be possible.  It takes a 
team to put on a show like this not just one or two people.  We could have used a few more people but 
we had a great profitable show.  We will need a team to put on the shows for 2025.  Please keep this in 
mind for 2025 when there is a place to help out please do your part to keep the shows going. 
  
If anyone is interested in finding out more information about the cool picture that was on the plaques 
for the September show go to www.michaelirvine.com , multi brand vehicle art.   They were really cool! 
 
Thank you so much NSMC Team!!! 
  
Mike, Carole and Pat 
 
 
2024 Quilt  of Valor 

 

https://s3.amazonaws.com/tenantbuckets/6134d50b-67c9-4ff0-aeab-3fc5ff4efd88/5e73cb3c-3321-4b2e-bc44-1354b83444d9.pdf
http://www.michaelirvine.com/
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On behalf of the Northern Star Mustang Club, club members, Pam Flaten, Karen Greenwell, and, Carole 

Ackerman made this quilt to honor a veteran.  The long arm quilting was donated by Angie Roberts at 

The Noble Quilter.  This is the 7th annual quilt which they have made and donated.  These members of 

the Northern Star Mustang club are happy to do their little part to support and encourage our veterans. 

 

This year the recipient of this quilt of Valor is  Nyle La Grange.   

 

Sergeant La Grange served as a fuels specialist and combat defense resource in the United States Air 

Force from 1966 – 1972. His work fueling bombers, tankers and fighters required the handling of volatile 

compounds that resulted in his poisoning and led to his current status as a disabled veteran.  

 

His term of service was with the 42nd Bomb Wing of the 8th Air Force, with home base off the North 

Atlantic coast on the U.S/ Canadian Border.  Their nuclear bombardment mission focused on key targets 

within Russia.   Protecting America required these brave men to execute a dangerous maneuver to 

launch all bombers within 11 minutes and another 8 minutes to live, because they were a priority 

Russian nuclear target, in the event of an attack. 

 

Nyle, we thank you for your service.  It is an honor to present you with this quilt of valor, on behalf of the 

Northern Star Mustang Club. 
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Cruise Corner 
 

By Vacancy 
Cruise Director 
 
We have an opening for leadership of this committee.  Please let Mike Ackerman know if you are 
interested  

*   *   *   *   *   *   *   *   *   *   *   *   *   *   *   * 
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*   *   *   *   *   *   *   *   *   *   *   *   *   *   *   * 
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NSMC Cruise to New Ulm - Oct 19 
 

Private tour of Schell’s Brewery (limited # so reply early) 
Visit a famous Meat Market 

Cruise to Herman the German monument and Glockenspiel 
Tasting at Black Frost Distillery 

Eat an authentic German Dinner 
  

The events will take place from 9a-830pm. You can return home same day if you wish. Some of us will choose 

to stay overnight. 
Best Western New Ulm- please book directly with hotel, no group rate available. 

Return will be on own Sunday. 
  

Click the button below to email Cindy if interested with # of people and if you are staying overnight. 
  

We would appreciate a reply by Sep. 15 so the brewery tour can be booked. 
However, if you need to book later that is ok as well. 

More detailed info will be sent to you prior to the trip. 
  

Your cruise directors: Cindy and Mike Niemann; Vickie Bohn and Mark Klous. 
 

Email cniem10@comcast.net to RSVP and  
let her know how many will be attending and if you plan to stay overnight. 

 

 
*   *   *   *   *   *   *   *   *   *   *   *   *   *   *   * 

 

Pella, Iowa Cruise May 2-4, 2025 
  
This area gets sold out, so we are looking at blocking rooms ASAP.  We will stay in a town close by to 
keep the room cost down.  If you are interested in this trip, Please R.S.V.P. by September 15 so that we 
can get a room block.  This will not commit you to going but just give us an idea of interest.  We will 
reach out again with more details in early 2025.  You will have an opportunity to sign up then too.  
 
Please email Christine at chrsmillington65@gmail.com. 

 

*   *   *   *   *   *   *   *   *   *   *   *   *   *   *   * 

 

 

18th Annual Sturgis Mustang Rally 2024 
Sturgis SD    August 27 – Sept 2 

By: Andrea Nelson 

mailto:cniem10@comcast.net
mailto:chrsmillington65@gmail.com
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On Tuesday, August 27, a group of NSMC club members saddled up their ponies and headed west to 
attend a week of Mustang activities in Sturgis SD. Those members included Scott (Sokol) and Christine, 
Brian and Carla (Farr), Maury and Peggy (VandenBurg), Sharon and Dan (Bye), Kurt and Andrea (Nelson), 
Dean (Mattias) and Shad (Brand).  The first day was all about getting there with a stop at the Dignity of 
Earth and Sky, Serenity Statue in Chamberlain SD on a bluff overlooking the Missouri River and several 
other food and gas pit stops.  Arrived at the Thunderdome to check in and catch some dinner at the local 
Brewery.  After an 11 hour travel day, we settled in at the house we rented pretty much hit the sack. 

 
 
 Wednesday was a sleep in morning for most.  Kurt was registered to participate in the morning session 
of the BF Goodrich Autocross Driving School at the Thunderdome.  He spent the morning learning how 
to navigate thru the course of cones to increase his speed and accuracy.  We all met up around noon at 
Wareing Sturgis Ford for “Ponies and Patriots”.   A free lunch was provided and after lunch hundreds of 
Mustangs cruised together to the Bad Lands National Cemetery for a service honoring our fallen heroes 
and current veterans and active military. Our group then decided to take a spirited drive thru Spearfish 
Canyon with a stop in Lead at the gold mine and a great dinner at the Branding Iron in Nemo.  With full 
stomachs, we headed back home. 
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 On Thursday we headed out on the Northern Hills Run over to Deadwood.  There were Mustangs lined 
up from one end of Main Street Deadwood to the other.  After reconnecting with other friends, checking 
out all the cars, a little shopping and a beverage at a local establishment, our group once again headed 
out on another spirited cruise – this time to Devils Tower in Wyoming.  Dean usually headed up our 
drives and kept us moving right along!!! We saw some Buffalo and lots of Prairie dogs! Weather has 
been gorgeous so far. 
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Friday featured the Southern Hills Poker Run.  With our booklets in hand we made our way to several 
stops between Sturgis and Custer gathering stamps at each location.  These stamps would give us a 
chance at picking a poker hand on Sunday to win cash.  We traveled over Iron Mountain Road, driving 
through stone tunnels with glimpses of Mount Rushmore, Crazy Horse and spectacular mountainous 
scenery. We landed in Hill City for more shopping, visits to local wineries and topping it off with a steak 
dinner at the Alpine Inn. On the way home there were a few stops at the car wash getting the cars ready 
for tomorrow. 
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Saturday:  “Show and Shine” Car Show. This is an all day event starting with line ups for your car class to 
get you parked, shining up the cars one more time and judging.  The whole main street and side streets 
are filled with Mustangs of every year, make and model.  A photo of the participants at noon on main 
street is like a Where’s Waldo page if your want to try to find yourself in the pic.  Food, music, auction etc 
all day culminating with a parade of Mustangs at the end of the show – Shad bought a bag of candy and 
he and Andrea threw it out to the kids along the street. A Loud Pipes contest was also featured.  After a 
long day in the heat, it was time to relax with a cold one back at the house. 
 

 
 
Sunday: Some of us went to the Cowboy Church for the morning service at the Thunderdome. We all 
met up there at around 10 am to pull our “winning” poker hands but actually we had no winners.  Our 
group then headed out of town 7 miles to experience the Full Throttle Saloon, concert venue, apparel 
shop and Moonshine selections.  Lots of metal inside and out – mostly motorcycles but very cool.  One 
last chance for a spirited run in the afternoon – we tried but there was too much traffic out on Sunday.  
But the cruise from north going south in Spearfish Canyon was fantastic. We got back from our cruise 
and got ready to go to the Thunderdome for the Banquet and Awards Ceremony.  After a buffet dinner, 
the evening was lengthy with awards and Show and Shine trophies.  To make a long story short, Brian 
and Carla received a Gold for their California Special, Kurt and Andrea received a Silver for the Boss 302 
and Scott and Christine received a Bronze for the McLaren. 
 
Monday – Well unfortunately the fun has to come to an end sometime.  We loaded up our ponies, 
stripped the beds and locked up the house until next year.  We departed on our own timing and we all 
got home safely.  What a terrific time we had with great friends, lots of laughs, fantastic weather, spirited 
drives, amazing scenery – can’t wait to go back next year.  If you have never let your Pony run the Black 
Hills you’ll want to put that on your bucket list!!!   



12 | P a g e  
 

*   *   *   *   *   *   *   *   *   *   *   *   *   *   *   * 

 
THE 20TH ANNUAL PONY EXPRESS RUN  2024 

 
A summary of Events 
 
21 cars and 38 people started out at Big Lake, MN on Friday and cruised up to Brainerd for lunch at 
Ernie’s on Gull Lake.  After lunch we played a championship round of miniature golf at Pirate’s Cove.   
 
After golf, we headed toward Bemidji.  We turned off in Pine River to catch Highway 84 to Longville.  A 
very spirited cruise with over 66 turns. 
 
After we checked into our hotel, we went to dinner at the 209 Bar and Grill. 
 
On Saturday everybody was on their own to a multitude of activities until 3:30 pm.  That is when the real 
fun took place.  Bowling!  A great time was had by all! 
 
After bowling it was dinner at the TRC a few miles out of town then back to the hotel for the much 
anticipated awards presentation. 
 
We need to give Greg and Jane Danner a shout out for doing a video of the trip.  Please go to his 
YouTube channel https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=p0-b8Vs4ls0 and watch it.  They do a great job of 
editing and it is fun to watch.  If you have never been on a cruise or overnighter this might convince you 
to join us on the next adventure. 
 
Shad 
 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=p0-b8Vs4ls0
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14 | P a g e  
 

 
 

 
 

Charity Connection 
 

By Doug Saunders 
Charity Director 
 
The Charity Committee thanks the club members, the car show participants and Apple Ford for the 
funding that allows us to give to charities in our communities and to scholarships for local students 
entering the automotive industry. 
 
In July the club sent $500 to Magnus Veterans Foundation in memory of Bill Cochrane (1946 - 2024). Bill 
was a long-time member, veteran, and active advocate for veterans navigating the Veterans 
Administration. 
 
"The Magnus Veterans Foundation's mission is to heal and honor our veterans and their families through 
community fellowship and a comprehensive approach to restoring the body, heart, mind, and spirit.  Our 
holistic approach goes well beyond traditional primary care to promote health and wellness on every 
level: medical, physical, psychological, spiritual, and social.  The Magnus Veterans Wellness Clinic is a 
family medicine clinic. At its core it provides and coordinates care between physicians, psychologists, 
physical therapists, etc." 
 
Magnus sent us the following thank you letter. 
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At the September 15th All-Makes Car Show at Apple Ford Shakopee, the club gave $3,000 to Every 
Meal. Every Meal prepares and delivers meals to needy Minnesota children on non-school days.  About 
1.7 Million meals were delivered last year.  Every Meal representative Jan Kruchoski attended the show 
and accepted the check on their behalf. 

 
Charities so far this year: $6,000 (+$3,000 match) to Every Meal, $500 to Apple Valley HS Music Dept, 
$500 to Magnus Veterans 
 
The Charity Committee met on September 23 to plan the donations for the rest of the year.  We have 
three items to be voted on at the October club meeting:  
 
1) Continue the support of the Ford Asset automotive program at Hennepin Technical College.  The 

program is a two-year internship program where the students alternate time at an auto service 
provider and time at taking classes at the college.  For several years, we have been donating $2250 
to provide three Northern Mustang Club Scholarships ($750 each) to three students in the program.   
 We propose to increase that amount to $2400 (three students at $800 each).   We also want to invite 
the students to attend one of our car shows where we can encourage their career. 

 
2) Start providing Northern Mustang Club Scholarships to the automotive program at Dakota County 

Technical College.  Their program is also an internship program.  Our show benefactor, Apple Ford, is 
a sponsor of the program and recently donated a truck to it.  We can support a scholarship at DCTC 
in our name if we commit to a total donation greater than $5000, distributed over three years.  We 
propose to provide $5400 over the next three years to provide one $900 scholarship for each of the 
six semesters during that time (6 x $900 = $5400).  This year we would like to pay $2700 to provide 
for the next three semesters.  The remaining $2700 can be provided in smaller payments over the 
next two years.  We also want to invite these students to attend one of our car shows. 
 

3) Choose an organization to receive our remaining charity dollars(amount TBD).  Here are three 
charities we would like to consider but will want to choose only one.  We would rather give $1,000 to 
$2,000 to one charity rather than give a few hundred dollars to each.  Last year we gave $2,975 to 
Alexandria House.   
 
-  Alexandra House (Blaine MN, $4M)  -- Empowers victims of domestic and sexual violence, and 

inspire social change through education, support and advocacy.   
-  Wishes and More (Minneapolis MN, $2M) -- Grants wishes and scholarships of hope for Minnesota 

kids (<19 yrs) with a terminal or life-threatening condition, often outdoor sports related 
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-  Magnus Veterans (Dayton MN, $1M) -- Welcoming community of members, health specialists, and 
volunteers working together to provide a comprehensive approach to veteran well-being (580 
patient members) 

 
Proposal: $2,400 to Hennepin Tech College, $2,700 to Dakota County Tech College, remaining charity 
dollars to Alexandra House, Wishes & More, or Magnus Veterans 
 
Charity Committee:  Doug Saunders, Karen Saunders, Carole Ackerman, Dan Bye, Scott Sokol, Gary 
Ostberg, Pam Flaten, David Kronk, Gordy Vosberg, Dennis Mevissen 

 
 

 

MCA Musings 
By Pete Schmidt – MCA Regional Director 
NSMC is the Twin Cities’ MCA Chapter club 
 
Below is the Information for the remaining 2025, 2026 and 2027 (so far) MCA national shows.  More 
information can be found at https://mcashows.com/.  
 
MCA National Show in Mid-Florida (Sanford, FLA?)    April 4-6, 2025 
Ponies in the Ozarks, Gravois Mills, MO (OIR)     May 23-25, 2025 
MCA National Show in Cincinnati, OH                 June 27-29, 2025 
MCA Grand National in Fredericksburg, VA              Aug 29-31, 2025 
 
MCA National Show Jacksonville, FL      April 3-5, 2026 
1st Tennessee Regional Group National Show (Bristol, TN)   May 14-17, 2026 
Mustangs on the Mother Road National Show (Claremore, OK)   July 24-26, 2026 
Mustang Club of America 50th Birthday (no location yet)    Sept 4-6, 2026 
 
MCA National Show Gulfport, MS      April 23-25, 2027 
 
If you have any questions about MCA shows and HPDE’s please send an email to Pete at 
northernstarmustangclub@gmail.com. 
 
 
Highlights from the MCA September Regional Directors Club Round Up 
 
MEMBERSHIP 
Don Blackstock reported the membership numbers at a total of 14,607, in the following tiers of 
membership. Standard 8862, Digital 4365, Associate 1262, International 93 and Youth as 25.  
 
Reminder, Standard (Presently $50) gets the Mustang Times delivered and online, x-plan and a member’s 
car entry to MCA shows. Remember it goes up to $60 in January. “Shop early!” 
Digital ($35) gets Mustang Times online, x-plan and entry to MCA shows, 

https://mcashows.com/
mailto:northernstarmustangclub@gmail.com
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Associate ($25) doesn’t get access to Mustang Times but gets a member’s car into shows and counts 
towards your club’s membership. (There are more benefits listed on the webpage)  
 
EVENTS 
Jeff Mays and Chris Ponder brought up discussion of MCA having an annual Mustang event featuring a 
National Show and Track event. Following a Motion to host Driving Event/National show at the Ozarks 
International Raceway leading into Memorial Day weekend 2025, they made a motion to further host 
annual events at Ozarks International Raceway starting in 2027. 
 
The Chair announced MCA is looking into locations to hold the MCA’s 50th Anniversary celebration and 
Michelin Raceway/Road Atlanta is offering the best package for us in August 2026. He made a motion to 
move forward with that and a motion to set the starting budget for the celebration at $160,000. 
 
FINANCES 
MCA Treasurer Al Hammond reported our bank accounts as follows: 
Wells Fargo $372,710.78, Chase Checking/Savings/CD $537,019.60, Truist $204,697.94 and PayPal 
$100,117.52 totaling $1,214,545.84. 
 

 
 

NSMC Calendar 
 
Visit the club’s website HERE to see all of the cool activities that we have planned for the year! Watch 
your emails for the latest scoop and any changes that may happen through the year. 
 

 
 

UPCOMING SHOWS 

https://www.northernstarmustangclub.com/_files/ugd/ae1a92_e83cc6eb1c394bc481fecda6342d33f8.pdf
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NSMC Elected Officers 
 

 

 
Your NSMC Elected Officers from left to right are Erick Rosquist (Co-Treasurer), Dennis Mevissen 
(Secretary), Mike Ackerman (President), Scott Sokol (Vice-President), and Dan Bye (Co-Treasurer). 
 

 
 

 

NSMC Swap and Shop 
 
Our expanded web-based forum is up and running!   Only a few hiccups that we discovered along the 
way.   What’s missing from the discussion? Many of you!  We currently have about 70 members who 
have signed up and are looking for more people to interact with and share their passions and 
experiences with fellow club members.  This is a great place to ask questions, buy/sell/trade those 
missing or excess items in your garage or storage. 
 
Please go to the club website and request an account with your email address used for club 
communications.  If you don’t want to check the site for updates, you can register to get notified of new 
postings by checking the BELL icon on a given category or post.   Be sure to update your profile with a 
name and picture to help others know who they are interacting with.   If you have questions about the 
forum, please email the club account, and we will reply.  Web forums and clubs like this only work if we 
get participation, so check it out! 
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If you have something that fits this column, email us a description and pictures by clicking HERE! 
 
Check out our club wearables, below. 
 
The NSMC has t-shirts ($20) available in three colors and baseball hats ($20) in three colors as show 
here. They can be purchased at many of our events and shows. 
 
If you have an existing garment or fabric item, you can get the club logo embroidered by Joyce Swanson. 
She does great work and is very reasonable. Joyce does this as a hobby, she is able to make something 
large on an 8x12 inch hoop, for something on the back of a jacket or shirt. You would need to bring her 
your item, or mail to her, with a picture of what you need, and she will be happy to help you out. She 
also does vinyl iron on items most anything, especially words or cut out shapes, this can be ironed on a 
flat t-shirt or sweatshirt or apron something with a smoother flat surface, nothing quilted.  Her number 
is 763-453-1029.  Joyce Swanson. 
 
The club has set up a new source for apparel using the club logo. Check it out HERE. 
 
Members can also order custom screen-printed items from REDBUBBLE. Enter the club's name in their 
search function and browse through the 60+ items that are available. Check them out by clicking HERE. 
 

 

mailto:northernstarmustangclub@gmail.com?subject=Swap%20and%20Shop%20item...
https://northern-star-mustangs.printify.me/products
https://www.redbubble.com/shop/ap/78036831?ref=studio-promote
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In The Trunk 
 
Thanks again to Scott Sokol for sharing some of his interesting finds in the Ford world. Are you 
wondering what vehicle this is?  Click HERE to find out more about the Mustang GTD.. 
 

 
 

 
 

 
Apple Ford Shakopee is a proud sponsor of the NSMC! 

https://www.ford.com/performance/mustang-gtd/?emailid=B24A0356_E_EN_AERODYNAMICSAIRCOOLING_HR_MUSTGTD_TP7_1_NT/#aero

